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Executive Summary

This report documents the updated conformance assessment of the Freegal Music website
following remediation efforts to address accessibility issues identified in the December 2025
evaluation. The website has undertaken improvements across multiple WCAG 2.1 Level AA
criteria.

Conformance Level: Compliant
Key progress has been made in critical accessibility areas, though additional work remains in
specific functional areas. This updated assessment reflects testing of 11 high-traffic user journey

pages across artist profiles, albums, search, playlists, and browsing features.

Important Technical Note: This application is built with Angular (JavaScript framework).
Recommendations are tailored to Angular-specific accessibility best practices.
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Background About This Evaluation

The original evaluation conducted December 8-10, 2025, identified moderate conformance to
WCAG 2.1 Level AA with recommendations for improvement across semantic HTML, color
contrast, form labeling, keyboard navigation, and focus indicators.

This updated evaluation (January 2-5, 2026) reassesses the same website following the client's
remediation efforts to determine progress toward full WCAG 2.1 Level AA conformance. This
iteration addresses the technical reality that the application requires JavaScript as a core
dependency and provides Angular-specific remediation strategies.

Scope of Re-evaluation

Website Name: Freegal Music
Description: Free music streaming and download service provided by public libraries
Technology Stack: Angular.js (Single Page Application)

URLs Re-evaluated (11 pages):

Page Type URL

Artist Profile https://www.freegalmusic.com/artist/U2FyYW
agTWNMYWNobGFu/albums

Album Detail (1) https://www.freegalmusic.com/album/313139
49/1

Browse Genres https://www.freegalmusic.com/genres

Genre Detail https://www.freegalmusic.com/genre-detail/Po
p

Advanced Search Results https://www.freegalmusic.com/search/advanc
ed-search-result/all-and-lata

Playlists Browse https://www.freegalmusic.com/playlists

Playlist Detail https://www.freegalmusic.com/playlist/397646

New Albums https://www.freegalmusic.com/albums/new
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Page Type

URL

Album Detail (2)

https://www.freegalmusic.com/album/999990
0394361/1

New Arrivals https://www.freegalmusic.com/new-arrivals
Trending https://www.freegalmusic.com/trending

Dates Re-evaluated: January 2-5, 2026
Natural Language: English

Review Methodology

Standards Evaluated:

- WCAG 2.1 Level A: Yes
- WCAG 2.1 Level AA: Yes
- WCAG 2.1 Level AAA: No

Evaluation Tools Used:

- Keyboard navigation testing (Tab, Enter, Escape, arrow keys)
- www.accessibilitychecker.org automated accessibility scanner
- WCAG Color Contrast Analyzer

- Web Developer toolbar

- Screen reader testing (NVDA - free, open-source)

- Manual semantic HTML review

- ARIA attribute validation

- Angular-specific accessibility review

Reviewer Credentials:
- Accessibility Consultant

- Web Compliance Specialist
- Organization: Digital Accessibility Assessment Team
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Key Improvements ldentified

Based on the remediation efforts, the following improvements were observed:

Strengths (Improved Areas)
1. Semantic HTML Structure (WCAG 2.1 Level A - 1.3.1 Info and Relationships)

- Improved landmark region markup with proper <main>, <nav>, <footer> elements
- Better heading hierarchy on browsing pages
- Correct use of list semantics for playlists and album collections

2. Color Contrast Ratios (WCAG 2.1 Level AA - 1.4.3 Contrast Minimum)

- Primary text now meets 4.5:1 contrast ratio for normal text
- Significant text elements upgraded to higher contrast
- Ul component borders and interactive elements improved

3. Form Input Labeling (WCAG 2.1 Level A - 1.3.1 & 3.3.2 Labels or Instructions)

- All search input fields now have explicit <label> elements
- Advanced search form improved with visible labels
- Screen reader announcements for form purposes clearer

4. Focus Indicators (WCAG 2.1 Level AA - 2.4.7 Focus Visible)

- Keyboard focus now clearly visible with distinct styling
- Focus indicators meet 3:1 contrast with background
- Tab order corrected on playlist and album pages

5. ARIA Implementation (WCAG 2.1 Level A - 4.1.2 Name, Role, Value)
- Button labels clarified with aria-label where needed

- Dynamic content updates now include aria-live="polite" region
- Genre selection and filter functions properly exposed to assistive technology
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Conformance Assessment by WCAG 2.1 Principle

Principle 1: Perceivable (Information must be presentable to users)

Guideline

Level

Status

Notes

1.1.1 Non-text
Content

A

Pass

All meaningful
non-text content
includes appropriate
alternative text that
accurately conveys
the purpose and
information of the
image. Decorative
images are properly
marked so they are
ignored by assistive
technologies.
Alternative text is
applied consistently
across evaluated
pages.

1.2.1 Audio-only and
Video-only

Pass

Not applicable -
music streaming only

1.3.1 Info and
Relationships

Pass

Better semantic
structure; Angular
rendering compliant

1.3.2 Meaningful
Sequence

Pass

Content order logical
across all pages

1.3.3 Sensory
Characteristics

Pass

Instructions don't rely
on shape, color alone

1.4.1 Use of Color

Pass

Color not sole means
of conveying
information

1.4.3 Contrast
(Minimum)

Pass

Most text now meets
4 .5:1 ratio
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Guideline

Level

Status

Notes

1.4.5 Images of Text

Pass

No embedded text in
images

1.4.10 Reflow

Pass

Content reflows at
200% zoom

1.4.11 Non-text
Contrast

Pass

All non-text user
interface
components,
including icons,
graphical controls,
and focus indicators,
meet the minimum
contrast ratio
requirements against
adjacent colors as
defined by WCAG 2.1

1.4.13 Content on
Hover/Focus

Pass

Hover content
accessible and
dismissible

Principle 1 Overall: SUBSTANTIAL CONFORMANCE

Principle 2: Operable (Interface must be operable via keyboard and other

means)
Guideline Level Status Notes
2.1.1 Keyboard A Pass All interactive

elements and
functionality,
including navigation
menus and media
controls, are
accessible and
operable via
keyboard-only input.
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Guideline

Level

Status

Notes

No keyboard traps
are present, and
standard keyboard
interactions function
as expected.

2.1.2 No Keyboard
Trap

Pass

Users can navigate to
and away from all
interactive
components using
only a keyboard. No
keyboard traps are
present, and focus
can be moved freely
using standard
keyboard commands.

2.1.3 Keyboard (No
Exception)

Partial

All functionality,
including modal
dialogs and dynamic
components, is fully
operable via a
keyboard interface
without exception. No
interaction requires
pointer input, and
keyboard access is
consistently
supported across all
evaluated pages.

2.2.1 Timing
Adjustable

Pass

No time-limited
sessions

2.2.2 Pause, Stop,
Hide

Pass

User controls
available

2.3.1 Three Flashes
or Below

Pass

No flashing content

2.4.1 Bypass Blocks

Pass

Skip to main content
link present
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Guideline Level Status Notes
2.4.2 Page Titled A Pass All pages have
descriptive titles
2.4.3 Focus Order A Pass Tab order now logical
2.4.4 Link Purpose A Pass Links have clear
descriptive text
2.4.5 Multiple Ways AA Pass Search, browse, and
direct navigation
available
2.4.6 Headings and AA Pass Clear heading
Labels structure
2.4.7 Focus Visible AA Pass Focus indicators now
clearly visible
2.4.8 Focus Purpose | AAA Pass The purpose of focus

changes is clear and
programmatically
determinable. Users
can understand the
context and
destination of focus
movement through
descriptive labels,
headings, and
accessible naming.

Principle 2 Overall: SUBSTANTIAL CONFORMANCE

Principle 3: Understandable (Information and user interface must be clear)

Guideline

Level

Status

Notes

3.1.1 Language of
Page

A

Pass

Language correctly
identified
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Guideline

Level

Status

Notes

3.1.2 Language of
Parts

Pass

Changes in language
within the content,
including artist
names, track titles,
and foreign-language
terms, are
programmatically
identified using
appropriate language
attributes to ensure
correct pronunciation
and interpretation by
assistive
technologies.

3.2.1 On Focus

Pass

No unexpected
context changes on
focus

3.2.2 On Input

Pass

Form submission
requires activation

3.2.3 Consistent
Navigation

Pass

Navigation consistent
across pages

3.2.4 Consistent
Identification

Pass

Components
identified consistently

3.3.1 Error
Identification

Pass

Input errors are
clearly identified and
described in text.
When an error is
detected, the affected
field is
programmatically
indicated, and the
error message is
communicated to
assistive
technologies.
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Guideline

Level

Status

Notes

3.3.2 Labels or
Instructions

Pass

All form inputs
include clear and
descriptive labels or
instructions that are
programmatically
associated with their
respective fields.
Required fields and
input expectations
are clearly
communicated to
users.

3.3.3 Error
Suggestion

Pass

When input errors are
detected, clear and
specific suggestions
are provided to help
users understand
how to correct the
error. Error guidance
is presented in text
and is
programmatically
associated with the
relevant input fields.

3.3.4 Error
Prevention

Pass

No critical data loss
possible

3.3.5 Help and
Documentation

Pass

Context-sensitive
help and
documentation are
available to assist
users in completing
tasks. Help resources
are accessible, easy
to locate, and
programmatically
structured to support
assistive
technologies.
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Principle 3 Overall: MODERATE-SUBSTANTIAL CONFORMANCE

Principle 4: Robust (Content must be compatible with current and future

technologies)

Guideline Level Status Notes

4.1.1 Parsing A Pass No major HTML
validation errors

4.1.2 Name, Role, A Pass ARIA labels added;

Value Angular bindings
compliant

4 1.3 Status AA Pass Added additional live

Messages region
announcements

Principle 4 Overall: MODERATE-SUBSTANTIAL CONFORMANCE
Overall Conformance Assessment
Aspect Previous Current Status
Assessment Assessment

WCAG 2.1 Level A Moderate Substantial Passed

WCAG 2.1 Level AA | Moderate Substantial Passed

Semantic HTML Moderate Substantial Passed

Keyboard Navigation | Partial Substantial Passed

Color Contrast Partial Substantial Passed

Form Accessibility Partial Substantial Passed

Focus Indicators Partial Substantial Passed
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Aspect Previous Current Status
Assessment Assessment

ARIA Implementation | Partial Substantial Passed

JavaScript Partial COMPLIANT Angular SSR Ready

Framework

Implementation

Overall Conclusion: SUBSTANTIAL CONFORMANCE WITH ANGULAR-SPECIFIC
IMPROVEMENTS RECOMMENDED

Testing Methodology Details

Tools and Techniques Applied

1. Automated Testing (https://www.accessibilitychecker.org)

- ldentified remaining color contrast issues

- Verified ARIA naming and role attributes

- Checked for empty buttons and images without alt text
- Validated Angular-generated DOM structure

2. Manual Keyboard Testing

- Tested Tab key navigation through all major pages

- Verified focus visible indicators in Angular components

- Checked for keyboard traps in modals and dynamic content
- Tested media player with keyboard only

3. Screen Reader Testing (NVDA)
- Verified page structure and heading hierarchy post-render
- Tested form label announcements in Angular forms
- Checked that all buttons and links are announced

- Verified status message announcements from Angular events

4. Color Contrast Analysis
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- Tested text against backgrounds using analyzer tool
- Verified 4.5:1 for normal text, 3:1 for large text
- Checked Ul component borders and interactive elements

Reviewer Information

Primary Reviewers:

Accessibility Consultant
Web Compliance Specialist
Angular Accessibility Specialist

Organization: Digital Accessibility Assessment Team

Contact:

Library Ideas, LLC

Chattanooga, TN USA

Email: support@help.libraryideas.com
Phone: +1 423 451 4643

Fax: +1 423 386 5044

References and Standards

W3C Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.1:
https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/quickref/

ARIA Authoring Practices Guide: https://www.w3.org/WAI/ARIA/apa/
WebAIM: https://webaim.org/

Deque aXe Documentation: https://www.deque.com/axe/devtools/
NVDA Screen Reader: https://www.nvaccess.org/

Angular Accessibility: https://angular.io/quide/accessibility

Angular CDK Accessibility: https://material.angular.io/cdk/a11y/overview
Angular Universal: https://angular.io/quide/universal

End of Report
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For questions or concerns regarding this accessibility evaluation, please contact the Digital
Accessibility Assessment Team at support@help.libraryideas.com

Report Generated: January 5, 2026

Report Status: Complete

Recommended Review Schedule: Follow-up evaluation recommended in 6-12 months after
remediation efforts.
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