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SUBJECT:  RAILS Cataloging Services Updates

Cataloging Training

The Cataloging Training program continues to address strong and ongoing demand among RAILS
members for foundational and advanced instruction in cataloging, classification, and metadata
standards. Current efforts focus on maintaining relevant, accessible training while responding to
emerging trends and evolving member needs.

Training is typically delivered through Zoom for one-time webinars and the Moodle platform for six-
week asynchronous courses. We are currently exploring a potential transition of select cataloging
training content to Niche Academy.

Upcoming training opportunities:
e MARC 21 Standard six-week course (on Moodle)
e (Cataloging for Non-Catalogers self-paced course (on Moodle)
e Webinars on New RDA, Al in Cataloging and Metadata, and Cataloging Objects

Cataloging for Non-Catalogers

The self-guided Cataloging for Non-Catalogers course is intended as a key resource to strengthen
workforce capacity across member libraries with staff who perform cataloging-related tasks without
formal training. It is expected to be available in April 2026 and will be continually refined.

Request for Input
To help guide future training efforts, we’d appreciate any feedback from the Consortia Committee in the
following areas:
e Member needs: Topics, formats, or targeted skill levels that would be most beneficial
e Potential alignment: Opportunities to coordinate RAILS cataloging training with consortial
training initiatives and shared cataloging activities

Updates to Cataloging Guidance Documents

Originally produced by the Cataloging Working Group of the Consortia Committee in 2018 and last
updated in 2020, the “Best Practices for Consortial Cataloging” and “Cataloging Staff Competency
Levels” guidance documents attached to this memo will be reviewed and revised in the coming months.
Beyond updating out-of-date links and references and making necessary accessibility-related changes,
we’d like to ensure that these documents are a useful reflection of current cataloging needs and issues
within their respective scopes. Please share any feedback that we can consider as we make the updates.

RAILS Board Consortia Committee | January 26, 2026 Cataloging Services Updates | Page 1 of 1


https://railslibraries.org/catalogs#best-practices




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		7.3.1 - Cataloging Updates and Planning.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

