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RAILS Report – Consortia Committee  
Catalog Membership Grants 
In November 2025, Rolling Meadows Library and Wauconda Area Public Library District were each 

awarded $53,050 Catalog Membership Grants to join CCS. The final deadline for FY2026 Catalog 

Membership Grants is April 15, 2026. If you have prospective members considering applying for a grant 

in FY2026 or beyond, please share any updates with Anne Slaughter to help inform RAILS’ budgeting 

process.  

Member Update on February 11 
RAILS’ next Member Update is on Wednesday, February 11 at 3:00 pm. In addition to presentations on 

American with Disabilities Act (ADA) Title II web accessibility and the Illinois Libraries AI Ambassador 

Program, American Library Association Executive Director Dan Montgomery will present on the future of 

ALA. We will give preference to questions submitted in advance via a question submission form by 

Monday, February 9, at 5 p.m. Register on L2. 

Strategic Planning for 2027-2029 
RAILS is beginning to map out the process of updating our current strategic plan which ends in 2026. We 

will be conducting several one-on-one stakeholder interviews with partner organizations, including 

LLSAPs. We look forward to connecting with our partners to help shape our objectives for serving our 

shared members and will reach out as the process gets underway. 

2026 IPLAR Updates and Reporting Guidance 
In two upcoming events, Laura Keyes, Library Program Specialist at the Illinois State Library, will be 

providing updates and answering questions about recent changes to IPLAR. A Zoom webinar will be 

offered on Tuesday, January 27 at 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm. A session on Monday, February 9 at 10:00 am - 

11:30 am will take place in person only at the RAILS Burr Ridge location. Due to Illinois Secretary of State 

guidelines, neither event will be recorded.  

L2 API Change 
When L2 was initially developed back in 2020, we created an Application Programming Interface (API) 

and made it available to our partner organizations. In addition to retrieving data on events, users, and 

locations, the L2 API has provided the option for authorized API users to update L2. Over the last five 

years, this update feature of L2 has not been used by anybody except RAILS. As of February 1st, 2026, 

the ability to update information via the L2 API will be removed for non-RAILS users. This change does 

not affect the ability to retrieve information from L2, or to use L2 as a log in mechanism for websites. 

If there is a project which would require updating a significant amount of data, please reach out via the 

L2 Help page at http://librarylearning.org/help. Please also reach out if you do not currently have L2 API 

access and would like to request it.  

https://railslibraries.org/grants/catalog-membership
https://railslibraries.org/grants/catalog-membership
https://railslibraries.org/news/125076
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_it-0GuA4ESkwaGKkUkHqjVyMw3IeVdEgTvldYs8WUVUMDdKUVo1U1NWWFJTQ05VN0NBNEtQTzRaUiQlQCN0PWcu
https://librarylearning.org/event/2026-02-11/rails-member-update
https://librarylearning.org/event/2026-01-27/2026-iplar-updates-and-reporting-guidance
https://librarylearning.org/event/2026-02-09/2026-iplar-updates-and-reporting-guidance
https://librarylearning.org/event/2026-02-09/2026-iplar-updates-and-reporting-guidance
http://librarylearning.org/help
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L2 Upcoming Development Priorities 
Each Spring, RAILS applies for a grant from the Illinois State Library to support the ongoing development 

and maintenance of the L2 platform. At the February 3 meeting of the L2G2 statewide advisory group 

we will discuss and begin to prioritize feature requests and other development needs so we can prepare 

for our FY2027 funding request. All L2 users are welcome to submit requests at any time during the 

year, but this is a particularly good time to let us know if you or your staff have any requests in mind for 

changes or new features. Reach out to Anne Slaughter or Brian Smith directly, or via the L2 Help page at 

http://librarylearning.org/help. 

Annual Library Certification  
The annual library certification process is currently underway through March 31 on the L2 platform. As 

the deadline gets closer, we may reach out to consortia for help contacting members who still need to 

certify.  

RAILS Board Adopts Free Speech Statement 
The RAILS Board of Directors voted on Friday, November 21, to adopt Free Speech Needs Free Libraries: 

A Joint Statement of CARLI, Orbis Cascade Alliance, and PALCI. This statement was initially developed 

and approved by CARLI, the Orbis Cascade Alliance, and PALCI (Partnership for Academic Library 

Collaboration and Innovation) in October 2025.   

Delivery Diary Blog Series  
RAILS’ My Library Is blog has recently been publishing a series of “Delivery Diary” interviews with our 

delivery drivers. Please check them out at https://www.mylibraryis.org/blog for a glimpse into the day-

to-day of this bedrock service, and find out why an actual dog is on the list of unconventional items our 

staff have delivered. 

 

http://librarylearning.org/help
https://railslibraries.org/node/124813
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/free-speech-needs-free-libraries-joint-statement-carli-orbis-cascade-alliance-and-palci
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/free-speech-needs-free-libraries-joint-statement-carli-orbis-cascade-alliance-and-palci
https://www.carli.illinois.edu/
https://www.orbiscascade.org/
https://palci.org/
https://www.mylibraryis.org/blog




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		6.3 - RAILS Report to Consortia Committee, January 26, 2026.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 3



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

