
Collaboration between 

Public and School 

Libraries



Your presenters Today

Amy Walsh, School Librarian
Joliet Township High School

2 high schools (Central and West Campus)
5 Full time Librarians
6800 students 
Students served by 3 Public Libraries: 

2 Pinnacle: Joliet, Shorewood-Troy
1 PrairieCat: Manhattan-Elwood 

Some students live in unserved areas.

Ashley Hopper, Library Director
Manhattan-Elwood Public Library

Located in Manhattan and serving Manhattan, 
Elwood, and Jackson Township
5 full time staff and 8 part time staff
Population served - 13,166
Area students attend Manhattan 114 schools 
(K-8), Elwood Community Consolidated 203 
(K-8), Joliet Central High School 204 and 
Lincoln-Way West High School 210

MPLD and JTHS are both PrairieCat Member Libraries, and we will share how our libraries 
collaborate with each other & with other area public and school libraries.
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School Library Snapshot

What is the state of school libraries in Illinois?
 What are current trends for staffing in school libraries? 
 How does this impact collaborative activities?
 
 How has the pandemic impacted school libraries? 
 How can collaboration with our public library help us reach 
students and families?
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During Spring 2020 

AISLE surveyed 

School Librarians to 

collect data about 

their role in a 

remote setting.  
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School Librarians follow a curriculum that includes Illinois School Library 
Standards, Linking for Learning.  Survey Data showed that respondents 
continued to teach curriculum and meet standards, reaching students, 
staff, and administrators in a remote environment.

www.aisled.org

“School librarians fulfill five important roles: instructional partner, teacher, leader, information 
specialist, and program administrator, all of which highlight our profession’s skill at building 
relationships and creating an inclusive school culture.”
"Pandemic Resources for School Librarians", American Library Association, April 6, 2020. http://www.ala.org/aasl/about/pandemic 
(AccessedNovember 2, 2020) Document ID: 99ec732a-b7ce-4a8d-a12c-7a603c528d15

http://www.aisled.org


Collaboration can be complicated
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UNSERVED POPULATIONS Overlapping 
Boundaries

MPLD
Serves 2 Public High 
School Districts & 
2 Public Grade School 
Districts. Students from 
1 local private school may 
live outside library district.

JTHS
2 Schools.
Students served 
by 3 Public Library 
Districts.  

Many students 
come from grade 
Schools w/out a
school library.

https://idor.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=9a731308e2aa4899af4a4eb1e6626db1
https://idor.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=9a731308e2aa4899af4a4eb1e6626db1


School Library Staffing Issues

WE NEED LIBRARIANS w/ their 
Professional Educator License to Apply 
for School Library Jobs!

WE NEED School Administrators to HIRE 
Certified School Librarians in every school!

*Some School Librarians have very low or even $0 
book purchasing budget.

In some schools, all book spending comes from 
grants & fundraisers.

It’s Further Complicated
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Because of these complicated scenarios
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A Public Librarian’s connection with a local 
school might be some students FIRST 
interaction with LIBRARIES.



Library Cards for Students:

A new partnership with our library and the 

elwood and manhattan grade schools
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Additional collaborations that have worked for us
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EXAMPLES of JTHS Public Library Partnerships

Cards for Kids
MOU providing public library 
cards for every student.

Monthly Maker Club
Crafternoons with the Public 
Librarians from all districts 
during lunch/advisory periods.

Preschool Story Time
Partnership for a lesson and 
materials for the teen students 
planning our preschool 
program.

Summer Reading
Why have competing programs 
- collaboration 

just makes sense.

Cards for Educators
During Remote Instruction: 
Teachers/School Librarians can 
instruct on using public library 
e-materials and can borrow 
Instructional Materials.

And MORE!
Tutoring, promotion of public 
library programs, surveys, 
community service, VR headsets, 
3D printers, technology access, 
college and career 
readiness...10



MLPD Librarian working with JTHS students

Lunch Hour Crafting is one example of 
a successful pre (and post)-COVID 
program collaboration between 
Manhattan-Elwood Public Library & 
JTHS.
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Public - School Partnerships 

create meaningful & engaging opportunities
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thanks!

Any questions?
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Ashley Hopper
arhopper@mpld.org

Amy Walsh, MLIS
awalsh@jths.org


