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SUPPORT LIBRARIES THROUGH 

FUNDED APPROPRIATIONS 

Fully fund fiscal year 2020 state appropriations for the 
Illinois Secretary of State's grant programs, equalization 
grants, and per capita grants for public libraries, school 
libraries, and library systems. Approve appropriations for 
the Illinois State Library and higher education institutions 
including state university and community college academic 
libraries for the benefit of students, their families, and 
our communities. 

OPPOSE ADDITIONAL UNFUNDED 

MANDATES 

Hundreds of unfunded mandates have been imposed on 
units oflocal government. Libraries are among the smallest 
property tax recipients, and opportunities to raise other 
sources of revenue to address mandate imposition are 
virtually non-existent. Consequently, unfunded mandates 
often result in library service reductions, exacerbating 
the strain that has been placed on our schools, parks, 
and other community organizations. 

OPPOSE PROPERTY TAX FREEZE 

A statewide property tax freeze preempts local control. 
Local library trustees' primary duty is to manage local 
revenues and expenditures. A freeze nullifies this most 
basic responsibility. A freeze is especially harmful when 
accompanied by unfunded mandates. 

PROTECT NET NEUTRALITY 

Net neutrality is the principle that Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs) should enable access to all content and applications 
regardless of the source, and without favoring or blocking 
particular products or websites. Under this principle, ISPs 
should not "throttle" (restrict, impair, or degrade) network 
speed or traffic on the basis of content, applications, services, 
or mobile devices. Such interference with Internet traffic, 
favoring some sources and limiting others, impedes the free 

flow of information and profoundly disrupts both the right 
of individuals to participate in public discourse, and the full 
functioning of a library. Illinois is one of 22 states plus the 
District of Columbia to have joined in a suit against the 
FCC over its 2017 vote to eliminate net neutrality protections. 
ILA affirms the imporrance of preservation of net neutrality 
and is monitoring the status of this litigation before seeking 
legislative action. 

ILLINOIS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

INITIATIVES 

Refine language and make consistent fur district 
and municipal libraries the current qualifications 
fur serving as a library trustee 

Public Act 100-1476/HB 2222 updated trustee eligibiliry 
to those who had lived in the district for at least one year, 
those who are not "in arrears in the payment of a tax or 
other indebtedness due to the library district," and those 
who have not been convicted of a crime. ILA seeks first to 
change "payment of a tax or other indebtedness due to the 
library district" to "payment of a property tax;" primarily over 
concerns about breaching patron privacy. Second, we seek 
to have this law also apply to the Local Library Act so that 
municipal libraries and district libraries are treated consistently. 

Make clear libraries' eligibility for pursuing 
performance contracting 

Currently, Chapter 50 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
dealing with local government, includes a provision in 
section 515/5 about cooperative purchasing that includes 
articulated language stating "Unit oflocal government' 
means a county, township, municipality, or park district." 
Since units oflocal government are already defined, inclusive 
oflibrary districts as "special districts," in the Illinois 
Constitution, ILA seeks to have the language above from 50 
ILCS 515/5 stricken and replaced with "In addition to the 
definition prescribed to it by Article VII, Section 1 of the 
Illinois Constitution of 1970, a 'unit oflocal government' 
includes a school district for the purposes of this Act. 
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