World Languages Networking Group
Meeting at the Tinley Park Public Library
October 8, 2025


Introductions - 15 people in attendance:
Larissa Yabloch - Skokie, Anna Golash - Palatine, Kelly Kuningas - Algonquin, Joy - Tinley Park, 
Tina - Plainfield 

Next meeting: February 11, 2026
Virtual

World Language Collection Presentation (to be shared on our WLNG page later)


[bookmark: _GoBack]
Presented by Larissa Yabloch - Skokie 
Considerations:
1. People
2. Budget/Money
3. Space
4. Vendors
5. Titles

Notes:

· Know your patrons, observe what is popular. Indian books are not very good in terms of translations,  

· Russian books are not very good quality, Korean books that check out - religious, self help, etc.,

· More repairs are being done now to conserve costs. 

· Board books are important for parents who want to teach their children their language.

· Space - keep books that might no longer be available.  Consider - Polish books take up much more space than Hindu. Make sure you have space for collections especially for series. 

· New stickers - inter-shelved - not just on new books but those that are new to the library.  This draws attention to the entire collection.

Anna Golash - Palatine 
Our collection is 75% Fiction, 25% Nonfiction, and we discovered that the Ukrainian community wants translations.  You have to pay attention to what people are reading to adjust your selection criteria.

Tina - Plainfield
Surveys are helpful - paper surveys in the stacks asking what reading preferences are, also survey ESL classes.

Larissa - Skokie
Vendors - people that are in our community want to read other things than just what is popular in their home country – therefore standing orders do not always reach our readers.

Polish/Russian - love Danielle Steel/Nora Roberts - not so much in Spanish – Spanish language books that are popular are self-help books, also simpler books in Spanish language for those learning Spanish.

Cookbooks do not circulate well except Chinese.  Polish biographies do not circulate well, but Russian biographies do.  True crime is popular - but patrons need help recognizing nonfiction call numbers for subjects they are interested in.

Tolstoy - we have to have it on the shelf even though it does not circulate!  Patrons complain.

Every country has classic literature - have to be selective in what you have on the shelf.

Take into consideration:
· Patron requests, award winners, translations of popular titles in regular collection
· Media - awards for popular authors, authors who pass away
· OCLC records show how many holdings there are - you can see how popular the title is
· School reading lists (Youth Services) – graphic novels in Spanish are very popular
 
Joy - Tinley Park
RAILS and CMC offer cataloguing services for books that have no MARC records.

Larissa - Skokie
The Spanish collection is difficult to select for.

Tina - Plainfield
Bianca and Harlequin romance check out. DNZ does cataloging for Spanish.

Larissa - Skokie
Policies for the collection must be in place.  

Larissa’s Preferences
No volume sets!

Limited Classics

Mystery/Biography/Romance - popular

Wikipedia, Google Translate - to find out more about authors from other countries

International Literary Awards
OverDrive/Libby/Audiobooks - circulate very well


Weeding
Poor condition, outdated, missing volumes, limited space


Final Notes
WLNG wants suggestions for ideas for meeting topics, you can share information about your library, what works, what doesn’t.


AI in the Library - AI generated Spanish cookbook (from Anna from Palatine) - created discussion with vendor!  Not authentically sourced.

 Youth collections
Teachers may help with information about language needs
Popular series: Dora the Explorer, Disney, Wimpy Kid

How does your collection do? (Larissa, stats from Skokie PL)
· Analyze circulation stats to see what % of the collection circulates
· A good way to compare multiple collections’ stats
· Helpful hint: order the same title in multiple languages
· Cataloging help: Rails 

African languages:
A question about sourcing, unfortunately no one in the group had any information to share

Starting an Arabic book collection
Find out where your readers are from
Sawa books considered a good source
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World Language Collection Presentation

By Larissa Yabloch

Collection Development Librarian

Skokie Public Library







		1.		People

		2.		Budget (money)

		3. 		Space (shelves, displays)

		4. 		Vendors


		5.		Titles







People

Countries, languages, generations, interests, INTENTIONS.

Pugs

Origin: 		China

Country: 	USA

Language: 	Russian

Behavior: 	May vary





poi





Money and Space
 

Money 

   Budget you may need

To create a new collection

To update and refresh existing collection

Space



Adult (+Teen)

Youth



Weeding

Replacement

Configuration (Regular, New, AV)











Vendors

A la carte



You can order multiple copies

You can rush patrons’ requests

You know your titles before they come!

Standing orders



You save work time (or not)

Automatic control over collection size

Trust your vendor





Take in Consideration

		Patrons requests 

		Award winners

		Translations of popular titles in regular collection

		Media

		OCLC records (WorldCat)

		School reading lists







POLICIES

		Collection Development Plan

		Resources Selection Policy

		Freedom to View (ALA)

		Library Bill of Rights

		Freedom to Read (ALA)







My Preferences

		No volume sets

		Limited classic titles/authors

		Mystery – Romance - Biographies

		Google – Wikipedia – Google translate

		International Literary Awards

		Overdrive/Libby – audiobooks, e-books







WEEDING



				Poor condition

				Outdated

				Missing volumes

				Limited space







Questions? Suggestions?

Contact

Larissa Yabloch

LYabloch@skokielibrary.info

847-324-3194
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