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 BYLAWS


1.   Establishment and Authority  [75 ILCS 16/30-35]
1.1
The North Riverside Public Library District was established in April, 1983.  The District operates according to the provisions of Chapter 75, Act 16, of the Illinois Compiled Statutes, 1992 (The Illinois Public Library District Act of 1991).

1.2
These rules are supplementary to the provisions of the statutes of the State of Illinois, which hold precedence as they relate to the procedures of boards of library districts.

1.3
The office of the Board shall be located at the North Riverside Public Library, 2400 S. Des Plaines Ave. North Riverside, Illinois 60546.

2.   Purpose  [75 ILCS 16/1-10]
2.1
The purpose of the North Riverside Public Library District is to provide a local institution of general education for its taxpayers.  To this end, the Board of Trustees and its Staff shall carry out the spirit and intent of the Illinois Public Library District Act by establishing, supporting and maintaining a library within the District and by providing library services.

3.   Board of Trustees   [75 ILCS 16/30-10, 16/30-25]
3.1
The Board of Library Trustees of the Public Library District, North Riverside, Illinois is composed of seven members.  Trustees are elected biennially for six-year staggered terms.

3.2
The term of each member of the Board of Trustees shall commence on the third Monday of the first month following election and continues until a successor is duly elected and qualified.

3.3
A vacancy on the Board of Trustees shall be filled by the remaining Trustees until the next regularly scheduled election of Trustees, at which time a Trustee will be elected to fill the remainder of the unexpired term, in conformance with the Illinois Public Library District Act.

3.4
The Board of Trustees may declare a vacancy in the office of Trustee when an elected or appointed Trustee:



a.  declines, fails or is unable to serve,

b.  becomes a nonresident of the District,

c.  is convicted of a misdemeanor by failing, neglecting or refusing to discharge any

     duty imposed upon him/her by the Illinois Public Library District Act of 1991, or

d.  fails to pay the library taxes levied by this District.

Before declaring a vacancy in the office of Trustee, the Trustee in question shall be notified in writing of the reason(s) why the Board of Trustees is considering declaring a vacancy in his/her office.  The written notice shall be mailed at least fifteen (15) days before the date of a proposed meeting when the reason(s) for declaring a vacancy shall be considered by the Board of Trustees.  The Trustee in question may be represented by an attorney and shall be given an opportunity to be heard, produce witnesses and cross-examine witnesses at the meeting at which the vacancy of his/her office is to be considered by the Board of Trustees.  Upon the affirmative vote of a majority of the Board of Trustees, a vacancy may be declared in the office of the Trustee for any one or more of the four (4) reasons set forth above.  In the event a vacancy is declared in the office of Trustee, said vacancy shall be filled pursuant to the provisions of section 16/30-25 of Chapter 75 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes following an advertisement and search for a new trustee.

3.5
In order to provide, support and maintain public library service within the District, the Board of Trustees shall have the exclusive powers and duties of governance of the District, providing for both physical and financial needs of the District and shall appoint a competent Librarian and necessary Staff, all in compliance with the provisions of the Illinois Public Library District Act and such other laws which may apply.

4.   Officers  [75 ILCS 16/30-40, 16/30-45; 5 ILCS 120/2.06]
4.1
The officers of the Board of Trustees shall be President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary.  They shall be elected at an organizational meeting following the regular Trustee election and certification and shall serve for one year or until their successors are elected.  A vacancy in an office shall be filled by the Board for the unexpired term.

4.2
The President shall preside over all meetings.  In the President’s absence, the Vice-President shall preside.  In the absence of both the President and the Vice-President, a temporary chairman shall be elected by the Board of Trustees.  The President shall perform all other duties as prescribed by law.  The President shall, with the approval of the Board of Trustees, appoint committees.  The President shall be ex officio member of all committees.  The President shall not have nor exercise veto powers.

4.3
The Treasurer shall keep and maintain all District accounts and financial records during his/her term of office according to the Illinois Public Library District Act.  These records shall be subject to audit by two other Trustees appointed by the President as prescribed by the Illinois Public Library District Act.  The Treasurer shall perform all other duties as prescribed by law.  The Treasurer shall give bond to the District to discharge faithfully the duties of his/her office and to account to the District for all District funds coming into his/her hands and which bond shall be in such amount and with such sureties as shall be approved by the Board.  The cost of such bond shall be borne by the District.

4.4
The Secretary shall keep and maintain appropriate minutes and records during his/her term of office according to the provisions of the Illinois Public Library District Act.  These records shall be subject to audit by two other Trustees appointed by the President as prescribed by law.  The Secretary shall perform all other duties prescribed by law.

5.   Meetings   [75 ILCS 16/30-50; 5 ILCS 120/2, 2.01, 2.02, 2.03, 7]
5.1
At least five regular meetings of the Board shall be called each fiscal year.

5.2
Within thirty (30) days after the beginning of each fiscal year, the Secretary of the Board shall give public notice of the schedule of regular meetings of the Board for the ensuring fiscal year, stating the regular meeting dates, times and places of such meetings, by posting a copy of the notice at the Library.

5.3
The date, place and time of a particular regular meeting may be changed by the affirmative vote of a majority of the Trustees present and voting at the regular meeting prior to the meeting affected.

5.4
A special meeting of the Board may be called by any four (4) Trustees. No special meeting shall be held unless notice of the time and place thereof shall be given to all Trustees and posted for the public at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance of said special meeting, except in cases of bona fide emergency.

5.5
Public notice of any rescheduled regular meeting shall be given at least ten (10) days before such meeting by published legal notice and by posting public notice at the Library.  In addition, notice of rescheduled or special meetings shall be given to any local news medium which has filed an annual request with the Secretary of the Board in compliance with Illinois statutes.  Such public notice does not apply in the case of bona fide emergency or when the announcement of the time and place of a reconvened meeting has been made at the original meeting and there has been no change in the agenda of the meeting.

5.6
The Annual Meeting shall be held at a time and place selected by the Board.  The purpose of this meeting is to provide for completion and presentation of the Annual and Financial Reports of the District, to review the Bylaw and Policy Manual of the District and to appoint standing committees.

5.7
Meetings of the Board and its committees shall be open to the public and shall be conducted in compliance with Illinois statutes.


a. The Board welcomes comments from the public who attend Board meetings.  The 
    Board provides a specific period on the agenda during meetings when citizens    
    may comment. 



1.  All persons wishing to speak must sign up prior to the meeting.  A sign-in 

     roster will be provided.  The roster will determine the speaking order for 

     people who wish to make public comment.  People wishing to address 

    
     the Board will be asked to provide their name. Anyone refusing to 


     identify himself or herself will be prohibited from speaking. 


2.  Public comments are limited to 5 (five) minutes per speaker.


3.  A spokesperson representing several other parties or organization will 


     also have five (5) minutes to make public comment.



4.  If the number of people wishing to speak is large, the President or 


     President pro tem may rule that a separate meeting be scheduled on a 

     particular issue and ask that those wishing to comment do so at that 


     meeting.



5.  Public comments will be addressed to the Board, not to other members 

     of the public.



6.  The public comment portion of the meeting will be the first order of 


     business at all meetings.



7.  If at any time a speaker appearing before the Board exceeds the time 


     limitations set forth in this policy or becomes abusive in language or 


     behavior, the President or President pro tem may declare that person out 

     of order and refuse him or her permission to continue to address the 


     Board.



8.  A written summary of public comments will be recorded in the minutes 

     of the Board meeting at which the comments occurred.  

5.8
A quorum of the Board shall consist of four (4) members and a majority of those present shall determine the vote taken on any question.
5.9
Electronic conferencing for meeting attendance and voting requirements is permissible as long as the meeting is conducted in accordance with the Open Meetings Act [5 ILCS 120/7]:

a.  A Board member may attend a meeting through electronic conferencing if his or 

     her physical presence at the meeting is prevented due to i) personal illness or

     disability, ii) employment purposes or the business of the Board, or iii) family or 

     other emergency.

b.  A quorum of members of the Board must be physically present at the location of

     the meeting.  Only additional members – those members not part of the 

     required physically present quorum – may attend by electronic conferencing.
c.  All Board members attending meetings by electronic conferencing shall be

    entitled to vote as if they were personally and physically present at the meeting 

    site.

d.  The meeting minutes shall indicate if a Board member was present by electronic 

     conferencing.

e.  A Board member who intends to attend a meeting by electronic conferencing
     must provide notice to the Board President or Executive Director at least 24 

     hours prior to the meeting.
f.  The location of the meeting shall be equipped with a suitable transmission 

     system (e.g. speakerphone) in order that all in attendance, including the public 

     audience, will be able to hear any input, vote, or discussion of the conference 

     and that the member attending by electronic means shall have a similar 

     capability of hearing such input, vote, or discussion.
5.10
Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised or its successor shall prevail on any question not prescribed by statute or by the District’s established rules.  The rules of order, other than such rules that may be prescribed by statute, may be suspended at any time by the consent of a majority of the members present at a meeting.

6.   Committees and System Representation [75 ILCS 16/30-45; 5 ILCS 120/2.06]
6.1
The following standing committees shall be appointed at the Annual Meeting:  Building and Grounds, Finance, and Personnel/Policy.  Members of standing committees shall serve for a term of one (1) year.

6.2
Ad hoc committees may be appointed from time-to-time as the Board may decide and direct.

6.3
All committee members shall be appointed by the President, with the consent of the Board.

6.4
The President shall designate, with the consent of the Board, a member of the Board to serve a three-year term, to be reviewed annually, as the District’s representative to the Library system.
6.5
All Board committees shall take minutes of their meetings and shall submit them to the Library Board at the next regular meeting.

7.   General Provisions [5 ILCS 120/2.02]
7.1
An agenda for each regular meeting of the Board of Trustees shall be prepared by the Executive Director in consultation with the Board President preceding such meeting.

7.2
The regular order of business at all regular meetings shall be as follows:




1.  Roll call and declaration of quorum




2.  Public comment




3.  Disposition of minutes of previous meeting(s)




4.  Financial reports




5.  Director and Staff reports




6.  Committee reports




7.  New business



             8.  Old business






7.3
The District’s fiscal year shall begin with July 1 and end with June 30.

8.   Director  [75 ILCS 16/30-55.35]
8.1
The Board shall appoint a competent Librarian, who shall be responsible to the Board of Trustees, to serve as Director.

8.2
Among the duties of the Director shall be the following:



a.  to serve as the chief administrative officer of the Library,



b.  to implement the decisions and policies of the Board of Trustees



c.  to direct and supervise all Staff,



d.  to submit regular reports to the Board and to recommend such policies and  

                                procedures as in the opinion of the Executive Director will promote the 
                                efficiency of the Library in its service to the public.

8.3
The Director shall hold only such financial authority as may be delegated by Board policy.

8.4
The Director shall be accountable to the Board through the President or a person so designated by the President.

9.   Amendments

9.1
These rules may be amended by an affirmative majority vote of all the members of the Board of Trustees. 

9.2
A proposed amendment to these rules shall be presented in writing at a regular or special meeting preceding the meeting at which the vote is taken.

10.   Severability

10.1
If any provision of these Bylaws enacted after their effective date is held invalid, such invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of these Bylaws.
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