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Today’s Agenda

What is SNAILS?

Knowing Your Community 

Disability Friendly Service

Assistive Technologies

Accessible Collections

Program Models of Service

Program Ideas



Poll #1 - Where are you from?

Where is your library located?

● Chicagoland area
● Another part of Illinois
● Another state
● Another country



snailsgroup.blogspot.com



Poll #2 - Knowing our community of viewers

Where is your library at in terms of serving youth and teens with disabilities?

● Just starting out
● Have a little bit going on and looking to do more
● Going steady but keeping eyes open for new ideas

marketingprofs.com



Knowing Statistical Data
1 in 20 children have a disability 1 in 45 children diagnosed with ASD

http://www.today.com/health/new-survey-finds-1-45-kids-has-autism-whats-behind-t55731http://www.census.gov/prod/2011pubs/acsbr10-12.pdf



Disability Friendly Customer Service

● Get to know your patrons

● Use person-first language 

● Speak directly to the person

● Adjust your delivery

● Utilize visual supports

● Know general ADA policy 

● Maintain ADA compliance jjslist.com



Utilize Visual Supports
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libraryedge.org

Assistive Technologies



Assistive Technologies

Accessible operating systems and web browsers

Tablet technology and apps

friendshipcircle.com

zacbrowser.com

apple.com



Assistive Technologies

Record/replay buttons

Switch-activated and electronic toys

Trays for crafts, adapted scissors, 

easy-grip crayons



Community Assessments

What information do you gather?

How do you distribute it?

What incentives do you offer?

What does this information inform?



Poll #3: Programming for Youth with Disabilities

For what ages do you offer specialized programs for youth with disabilities?

● Birth-2
● 3-7
● 8-12
● 13-18
● 18-22



Accessible Collections
Books awarding 

disability experience

Hi-lo books
highnoonbooks.com

Braille books
seedlings.org

Accessible toy collections

Parenting Books

Talking Book Centers
loc.gov/nls

Books promoting 
inclusion

Accessible online books for print disabilities
bookshare.org

Audio books and e-audio



Sensory Strategies Kits
(Helen Plum Memorial Library)



Program Models of Service
Inclusive

Targeted

Open Play Groups
Family Musical Performances
Drop-in Gaming
Social Clubs
Scavenger Hunts
Arts & Crafts
Lego Clubs
Gardening Programs
Cooking or Exercise 
Summer Reading Program
Family Movie Programs
Makerspace Programming

Early Intervention Play Groups
Sensory Storytime
Storytime for the Blind
Therapy Dog Programs
Sensory Friendly Performances
Special Education Class Visits
Reading Buddy Programs
Braille Buddies
Art Therapy Programs
Next Chapter Book Club
Sensory Friendly Films
Open House Events Before Hours
Special Needs Fair



Family Programs

Disabilities resource fair (Evanston)  

Shortened stage performances (Wilmette)

Workshops for parents with child care (Skokie)

Autism-friendly library open house (Northbrook)

Sensitive family tours (Deerfield)



Sensory Friendly Films
(Deerfield Public Library)

Based on AMC Theatre and Autism Society’s partnership

Lights turned up, sound turned down, captions on, and fidgets available 

No registration required; all are welcome with an an invitation to get up, dance, walk, or shout!

deerfieldlibrary.org
https://www.amctheatres.

com/programs/sensory-friendly-films



Early Intervention Playgroup 
(Arlington Heights Public Library)

For children who currently receive therapy services; birth to age 3 with caregiver and siblings 

Facilitated by a speech language pathologist with library staff member 

Two planned playstations, baby toys, and books



Sensory Storytime
(Plainfield Public Library)

Ages 3 to 9 with caregiver; friends and siblings welcome

Free play, socializing, tactile activities, and storytime for children
of all abilities



Club Wonder
(Skokie Public Library)

Ages 3 to 7 with caregiver and siblings

Different class taught by a librarian, therapist, or musician each month



Smart Starts
(Glen Ellyn Public Library)

Ages 3 - 8 of all abilities with parent or caregiver

Drop-in 6 to 8 play stations; encourages socialization and collaboration 



Rainbow Therapy Time
(Skokie Public Library)

Ages 7 to 12 with aides; led by volunteers with library staff oversight

Strengthen motor skills, practice social skills, improve language use, decrease anxiety



Friendship Club
(Glenview Public Library)

3rd-8th grade students partnered with 4th-12th grade friendship ambassadors

Local special education teachers and aides provide support in volunteer training and programs

Variety of librarian-led and contract programs that begin and end with social time



Braille Buddies
(Skokie Public Library)

Ages 3rd grade and up

Sighted children learn from itinerant teacher 
and juvenile Braille readers

Learn how Braille works, receive alphabet card,
type names with borrowed braillers, play bingo

Also hosted talent recitals and book discussions



Do these games look familiar to you?



Inclusion Game/Movie Night
(Batavia Public Library)

Middle school through mid-twenties joined by volunteers of all ages

Special education professionals/parents on site

Movies shown in two places - with and without light



High School Class Visits
(Vernon Area Public Library)

Book-based, mini-lessons that correspond to curriculum



NextGen Programs for Adults Facing Social Challenges
(Schaumburg Public Library)

Adults ages 18+ on the autism spectrum who can attend independently

Game nights, arts, sci-fi/fantasy book shares, improv, martial arts



Community Access Naperville
(Naperville Public Library)

Themed activities (30 min)

● Watch YouTube video
● Activity in program room
● Activity in main library

Computer time (30 min)

Browsing time (30 min)

dailyherald.com



Next Chapter Book Club
(Elmhurst Public Library)

nextchapterbookclub.org



Closing Remarks



Thank You!

Holly Jin
hjin@skokielibrary.info

Renee Grassi

reneegrassi.com

@MissReneeDomain

http://reneegrassi.com
http://reneegrassi.com

