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What type of publication are you writing for?

* Library newsletter

* Library website/blog

* In-library signage/handouts
* Review publication

SHARE WHAT YOU'RE READING
* Personal blog
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What are appeals?

Book

Writing
style
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Sto ry I i ne e Action-packed?Issue-oriented?

Pace e Fast? Leisurely? Intensifying?

Tone - ARl e O e

ertlng Style e Gritty? Lyrical? Journalistic?

Cha racters e Sassy? Authentic? Unreliable?
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Things to consider as you read:

What's the general field or genre?
Does the book fit?

What is the author's style? Formal?
Informal?

Nonfiction: Are the ideas developed?
What areas are covered, not covered?
How accurate is the information?

Fiction: What kind of reader would like this book?

What appeal factors come into play?
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Contact Us | About Us | Online Foi

MSL Home Digital Maine Library Digital Learning Public Libraries Talking Books Plus

Home — For Libraries — Consulting — Services — Tips for Writing Book Reviews

. T T WiSRnE B RS http://www.maine.gov/msl/libs/services/tips.htm
= B e, et

Nonfiction Tips

Scope - what does the book cover?

Accuracy of text and illustration; currency; bias of author

Authority of author - qualifications to write on topic

Appropriateness to subject and target age group in terms of concepts, terminology, arrangement
Presence of features such as tables of contents, glossaries, further reading suggestions, indexes
lllustrations - Are they informative, well placed in relation to text, and appropriate to subject matter?
Are important points? illustrated clearly? What about maps and charts?

Consider format, general appearance. Is binding durable, easy to open, of good quality?

Estimated age of target audience. Is the language, structure, and vocabulary appropriate?

Note any controversial element that might prove problematic. Emphasis should be inform, not judge.
Biographies - Is the character realistically portrayed or is he or she discussed as a one-sided, larger than

life figure?
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Fiction Tips

How convincing and accurate is the time and place?

Are facts about the setting worked naturally into the text or story or do they seem added on?
Are the characters realistic?

Do readers see them grow and develop within the story?

Do they act in ways logical for their ages and circumstances?
Does the plot's action develop consistently and naturally?

Is it original or is it written to a formula?

What is the author trying to say?

Is the language appropriate to the subject?

Is dialog natural and in balance with narration?

What is the approximate age appeal of the book?

Note any controversial element that might prove problematic. Emphasis should be inform, not judge.
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Reviews vs Annotations

Booklist Review

The Martian: A Novel
by Andy Weir

Near-Future SF. Stranded on Mars after an aborted surface mission, astronaut Mark
. .- Watney must rely on his wits to survive on an inhospitable planet. As Watney documents
THE M' RHE‘T IAN his attempts to create food, water, and oxygen from limited resources, NASA officials
scramble to come up with a way to increase his chances of survival until thev can finda
way to bring him back to Earth. Fans of hard science fiction and survival stories will
appreciate this debut novel for its smart, likable lead who uses humor and technological
ingenuity to make an impossible situation bearable.

ANDY, WEIR
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The Martian.
Weir, Andy (author).
— Feb. 2014. 384p. Crown, hardcover, 524
THE M'A,zrmn (9780804139021); Crown, e-book
i | (9780804139038).
REVIEW. First published December 1,
2013 (Booklisi).

Remember Man Plus, Frederik Pohl’s award-winning
1976 novel about a cyborg astronaut who's sent, alone,
to Mars? Imagine, instead, that the astronaut was just a
regular guy, part of a team sent to the red planet, and
that, through a series of tragic events, he's left behind,
stranded and facing certain death. That’s the premise of
this gripping and (given its subject matter) startlingly
plausible novel, The story is told mostly through the log
entries of astronaut Mark Watney, chronicling his efforts
to survive: making the prefab habitat livable and finding
a way to grow food, make water, and get himself off the
planet. Interspersed among the log entries are sections
told from the point of view of the NASA specialists, back
on Earth, who discover that Watney is not dead (as
everyone assumed) and scramble together a rescue plan.
There are some inevitable similarities between the book
and the 1964 movie Robinson Crusoe on Mars, but
where the movie was a broad sci-fi adventure, the novel
is a tightly constructed and completely believable story of
a man's ingenuity and strength in the face of seemingly
insurmountable odds. Riveting.
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The Martian: A Novel
by Andy Werr

Near-Future SF. Stranded on Mars after an aborted surface mission, astronaut Mark
Watney must rely on his wits to survive on an mhospitable planet. As Watney documents
his attempts to create food, water, and oxygen from tmited resources, NASA officials
scramble to come up witha way to increase his chances of survival until they can find a
way to bring him back to Earth. Fans of hard science fiction and survival stories will
appreciate this debut novel for its smi d who uses humor and technological
ingenuity to make an impossible situation bearable.
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Booklist Review

Adult Books - Fiction - Science Fiction & Fantasy - Science Fiction
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The Martian.

Weir, Andy (author).

Feb. 2014. 284p. Crown, hardcover, £24
(97808041359021); Crown, e-book
(9730304135033).

REWVIEW. First published December 1
2013 (Booklist).

Longer plot
description

Eemember Man Plus, Frederik Pohl's award-winning
1976 novel about a svborg astronaut whe's sent, alone,
to Mars? Imagine, insteath-that the astronaut zvas just a
regular guy, part of a team sentto the red planet, and A I
that, through a series of tragic even he’s left behind, ppea
stranded and facmg certain death. 1113t s The premise of

this gripping and (given_i e = arthing buzzwords
plausible novel, The story is told mnustl',.-r through theteg
entries of astronaut Mark Watney, chronicling his efforts?”
to survive: making the prefab habitat livable and finding
a way to grow food, make water, and get himself off the
planet. Interspersed among the log entries are sections .
told from the point of view of the NASA specialists, back Compaﬂsons
on Earth, who discover that Watney is not dead (as
everyone assumed) and scramble together a rescue plan.
There are some inevitable similarities between the boo
and the 1964 movie Bobinson Crusce on Mars, b
where the movie was a broad sci-fi adventure, the nowvel
is a tightly constructed and completely believable story of
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Library newsletter, website/blog,

or shelf talkers

Short:

Keep it simple

100 words

Hit major appeal points
Longer (best for online):
150-200 words
Plot description

How personal do you want to |
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REVIEWING 0N BLOGS

- Your library blog
IH[ - Your personal blog

H[][]K“SI - Get your feet wet on Amazon

- Take cues from existing blogs

H[AI][H | and websites

RA FOR ALL
OF ¥OUR NEXT GOOD READ? RA FOR ALL IS & BLOG TO SHOWCASE HOW THE

ARRT GENRE STUDY WEBSITE
Click here for quick access to all of the materials for the 2014-15 Crime Fiction Genre Study. Please s ikt B Wk | it it Pt i il P P b
note, some information will be password protected for members only. Click here for information
about joining ARRT.

I can come to your library, book club mteﬂl?. or conference to talk about how to help vour readers et fraam Aabaces
find their next good read. Click here for more information. Eekor f R d Cobec Mandatory Release by Jees Riley
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'| Reaching Across lllinois [Search thia oite .. __|Jg5Eag)
ral S Library System About  Board News Contact

! Members I Services ' Delivery ! Catalogs :: Talking Books :: eRead Illinois

Home » Services » Continuing Education » CE Archives

Book Blogging 101

Login not required.
Event Date: Dec 3, 2015

In this practical discussion, seasoned book bloggers Rebecca Vnuk and Karen Keefe will cover the benefits of starting a personal or library-related book blog, including various
platforms to choose from, how to get started, what to talk about, how to stay motivated, how to publicize your blog, and more. This program is part of the RA Conversations
series, sponsored by Novelist.

Book Blogging 101

Book Blogging 101 Session:
https://www.railslibraries.info/ce/archive/105805
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Blogs allow more

freedom

RA FOR ALL

TRAINIHG LIBRARY WORKERS TO HELP LEISURE RE ADERS

ARRT GEHRE STUDY WEBSITE

mctmrirqmckmhﬂjemlsirﬂn:n&i Spa:n]antel:‘rtnmﬂmsmd}'
MmmMﬁmmmmcrmammdﬁmgmmMmm in
orderto attend the meetings in persomn, you must be a member of ARRT. Click here for information

about how you can joimn,

RA FOR ALL...THE ROAD 5HO'W!

Icanuunehj‘uurlibm? bul:i:cluhmaehng orconference to talk abouthow to help your readers
find their next good read. Click here for more informaticn,

TUESDAY, MAY 3, 1003
What I'm Reading: The Martian

ome sericus Teview catch up.

L T | Back in Jamuary (1) Tistened to The

ANTTaWEIE Iartian by Andy weir. Hopefully the fact
that this book was a huga debut hitin
2014 i3 D0t TEWS to vou. Itwon
numergns awards for both the book and
audic info abit further down om this
page.] Vet, despite Al of the aceclades, I am still finding that some
readers are hesitant to read "a book with an astronaut cn the cover”
[actual patron quote].

wWell I am here to help changs that. Lat's start where I abvays ke to
besinin thesa reviews, with my book promeotion sound bite. In this
casa though, let's think about howwe book talk this titls to patrons
befora I give you the soundbite.

Lock at the cover! we do not need to lead cur soundbite to patrons
with anything about space or Mars. Pecple, those are both clearly om the
cover. When we are hand-zelling books, we need to provide the info
they canmot get from looking at the cover. We need to capture their
attention with THE WHY they would enjoy the book.

Heare iz what [have created as my 30 seconds or less review,

EBecky's soundbite Synopsis: ~The artian is the mest though-
proveking MacGynver story ever. You will fall hard for Mark as vou
follow him, and the=e back on earth trying to halp him. You will lmgh,
vou will tear wp, you will perch on the edge of vour et, you will chear for
jov, and ultimately, vour faith in all humandty will be restored in this
realistic space adventurs that is just 25 much about howwe all ive
together om Earth as it is about how to surdve on Blars.” [24 seconds]

R4 FOR &LL COMTACT INFO

fnr .”‘
All -

Clck the loap to contact me

R& FOR ALL: HORROR

B for All: Horror
Callection Develapment Adert:
Staker Preliminary Balkt -
Crmitrary ta papa lar helief,
alknween s NOT the hest time to
wark an your hormor enllection,
rather it is during award season-
just like any genre. It i
A diysagn

FAGES

Raforall.blogspot.com

Om: 2D01-2017



As you can see, I have Jed with the fact that it is smart and fun (" thought
provoking” "MacGyver”). This iz the most important appeal of the
bock that needs to be comveyed. Azain, the cover shows the space part,
but doses not gt to the fun, humer, adventure, and serious issues that
are explored in this novel That's why such a wide rangs of readers vill
Hkeit.

But let's alzo note what 1 DO NOT do hers. I do not spend time cn a
leng description of the set up of how Blark got to be "The Martian.”
Mozt reviews begin with that and [ think it is a mistake. It is called
THE MARTIAN, We ggt it. There is a guy on Bars. I see him realbig
there cn the cover. Vour job is to tell people why they want to r2ad a
bock about that. You will capture their attention and earn their
respect as their best book discovery tool if vou rise above the
obvious.

Clkay, encugh about the DON'T:.

Then my soundbita moves on to Mark. Ahh, Mark. Welwehim. I you
want ahero you can believe in and roct for, Mark is for you. So as not
to repeat myzelf, sevoll down abit to my notes on the narration for
mere infi about Mark a= a character. He vill make both men and
WOIIED SWOOT.

Wext part of the soundbite... I, very quickly, mention akey twist in the
storywithout spoiling too much— the fact that after we read for 2 bit
and just a5 we have become fully captivated by Mark, the POV changas
and we are with the people on Earth working for 1ASA whe figure out
that Bark is st alive and surviving om Bars. This was an upsetting
switch at first [1 missed Mark], but I quickly got inveled in the
chararters, issues, and emerging stories from “the home front.” The
effect of the shifting POV made the beok even better.

HMow all this being said, this bock has alot of math and seience; this
fart need to be menticned and not dovnplayed. But Mark is so
endearing that even readers whe are less scientifically inclined (ke
myzalf) vill kappily sit by and watch him "gesk out,” a5 we wait for the
storyto continue, [1have corroberated my opinion with dose te a
dozen other readers]. My soundbite only hints at that ["how to survive
on Mars"], zo if a patron is intrigned by your scundbite and is
considering reading thiz novel Iwould mention this peint too.

Faal fres to use my soundbite as you promete this book to readers, just
please cits BA for All = the source.

One final note, the ending was PERFECT. "The Martian™ issue was
resohved, but it vas not 2l neathy tiad up in abow. It was trinmphant
[for now] but realistic about not knowing what i= to come, for Mark,
for the space program, and for the state of internaticnal cocperation in
general [Ses I wasn't kidding when [ zaid this book was theught-
provekingl.
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Here s what I have created as my 90 seconds or less review:

Becky's Soundbite Synopsis: "The Martian 1s the most though-
provoking MacGyver story ever, Youwill fall hard for Mark as you
follow him, and those back on earth trying to help him. Youwill laugh,
vouwill tear up, youwill perch on the edge of vour set, you will cheer for
jov, and ulfimately, your faith tn all humanity will be restored in this
realistic space adventure that 1s just as much about how we all live
together on Earth as itis about how to survive on Mars." [21 seconds)]

As you can see, I have led with the fact that it s smart and fun ("thought
provoking," "MacGyver"). This 1s the most important appeal of the book
that needs to be conveved. Again, the cover shows the space part, but
does not get to the fun, humor, adventure, and serious 1ssues that are
explored in this novel. That's whysuch a wide range of readers will like
it.
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Possible Limiters: Mark uses the F word a lot, but he s stuck on
Mars. so while 1t 15 used a lot, it seems appropriate for the
circumstances. That being said, while I think this book would be
perfect for a teen reader, I would disclose this info to any nervous
parents first.

Three Words That Describe This Boolk: compelling, thought
provoking, witty

Readalikes: Afier finishing The Mariian some may want fo run out
and read more about Mars and how we could survive on this hostile
planet. Those readers should trv the well reviewed Trailblazing Mars:
MNASA's Next Giant Leap by Pat Duggins or, to keep with Mark's sense
of humor, but in nonfiction this time, Mars: A Survival Guide by Guy
Murphy.

Those who justwant a few articles or discussions and not an entire
book on the topic should click here for the Reddit Space thread on the
accuracy of the novel or here for an interview with Weir or here for a
book review from the professional Space Wews journal.

Now in terms of other novel options, those who want to give more
accessible, hard science fiction a trv should definitely check out the
work of Iain Banks. He wrote thought-provoking, compelling and witty
science fiction up until his death at 2013. Some, not all, was setin
space. The Culture Universe series which begins with Consider Phlebas
is a good place for fans of The Martian to begin.



THE Blogs allow for quick responses

BOOKLIST

READER booklistreader.com

OPINION, NEWS, AND LISTS FROM THE BOOK PEOPLE AT BOOKLIST, BOOK LINKS, AND BOOKLIST ONLINE
PUBLICATIONS

Book Awards Audiobooks Book Groups Book Lists Children’s Literature Libraries Book News Young Adult

By Karen Kleckner Keefe = February 24, 2014 OCenmierits enter search terms search

The Future Could Be Funny, People

It's rare enough to see a debut novel on the New York Times Bestseller
List. But a Science Fiction debut? Wow! This is why Andy Weir's clever
thriller, The Martian is worth a look. Astronaut Mark Watney is left for :
dead when his crew leaves Mars after a disasterous dust storm. Not THE MARTIAN
only is he not dead, he's literally the only person left on the planet and Ann IR
pretty sure that nobody’s coming back for him. His industrious attempts
at survival are at turmns heroic and harrowing. Mark's wry perspective on
his future makes this page-turner more than just a futuristic thriller.
This is a call-in-sick, lie-to-the-kids, eat-meals-in-your-bed, genre-defying

FOLLOW THE BOOKLIST READER

] | h

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BOOKLIST READER

Enter your email address to receive updates when

great read. wa publish new content!
For science fiction fans who enjoy a little levity with their light sabers, recommend: il adti e
The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams Privacy guaranteed, We never share your info.

In the Garden of Iden by Kage Baker
Shards of Honor by Lois McMaster Bujold
Ready Player One by Emest Cline

Snow Crash by Neal Stephenson
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Reviewing for Library Publications

Booklist:

Contact relevant editor: http:/www.booklistonline.com/reviewers

Library Journal /SLJ:

Will often put a call in the print magazine, also apply here:
http:/reviews.libraryjournal.com/about/review-for-library-journal/
http:/www.slj.com/about-us/information-for-reviewers

Horn Book:
Rarely looking: http:/www.hbook.com/about-us/fags/

Publishers Weekly:

Tough to crack

Kirkus:
Also tough, does lists open freelance needs: https:/www.kirkusreviews.com/about/careers/

VOYA:

Application guidelines: http:/www.voyamagazine.com/reviewers/

Library Reads: \ 'l 'I

Your local newspaper

http://www.LibraryReads.org
' : ° IBRARY
Novelist Booklist :rails mns
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REA DS The top ten books published this month that librarians across the country love.

\ ' | ' I HOME Archive For Library Staff For Publishers FAQ Who We Are @ t » f

JOIN US

You can be part of this
exciting program. Learn how

FE‘IJIUEIIY 2016 LibraryReads LiSt to recommend vour favorite

titles and how to share

LibraryReads with your users:

by Ruta Sepetys

> = NS TTER
Published:2/2/2016 &Wﬂ‘ NEWSLETTER
by Philomel Books Want to know when new
ISBN: 9780399160301 information is available about

books librarians love?
“Titanic. Lusitania. Wilhelm Gustloff. All major

maritime disasters, yet the last is virtually unknown.

Ruta Sepetys changes that in her gripping historical

novel. Told in short snippets, Salt to the Sea rotates

between four narrators attempting to escape various

tragedies in 1945 Europe. Powerful and haunting,

heartbreaking and hopeful—a must read.” DOWNLOAD OUR
MARKETING MATERIALS

Jennifer Asimakopoulos, Indian Prairie Public Library, Darien, IL
et sdan L1 & S o
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What is the style of the
publication? What are the
expectations?

What tone will you take:
chatty, informal/strictly
professional

How to learn from your
editor
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Rankliest Review

Booklist Review

Adult Books - Fiction - General Fiction

+* L‘__L] Who Do You Love.
Weiner, Jennifer (author).
Aug. 2015. 372p. Atria, hardcover, $27

~ (9781451617818).
v : W. First published August, 2015
. ieh)

amazoncom

BARNES  NOBLE L

Rachel and &ndy meet when they are children and
reconnect as teenagers, falling into a pattern of finding
and losing one another again as adults. Rachel, who was
born with a heart defect, is recuperating in the hospital yet
again when she comes across Andy, who is there with a
broken arm. They couldnt be more different—Rachel is
spoiled by her wealthy, over-protective parents, while
Andy and his single mom live in near poverty—but they
have an instant connection. When they meet again by
chance on a high-school volunteer trip, they fall madly in
love the way that only teenagers can. In college, Rachel
ends up a sorority girl, while Andy relentlessly trains to
make the Olympic track team, and even though the two
have different life goals, they are drawn to each other
again and again. But can they overcome their differences?
Weiner's latest is pure romance and utterly heart tugging,
showcasing her ability to write characters that readers will
instantly connect with, flaws and all. There is a special
delight here in getting to know Rachel and Andy from
childhood to adulthood, and readers will find themselves
laughing, crying, and hoping right along with the pair.

HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Weiner's previous novels
have always contained romantic elements, but this one is
decidedly a romance. That won't matter to women'’s fiction
fans, who will drive it to the top of the best-seller lists.

— Rebecca Vnuk

This title has been recommended for young adult

g ad

(% DOWNLOAD
Ak PRINT

[74] EMAIL




I USED TO HATE WRITING
ASSIGNMENTS , BUT NOW
Any questions before we continue?
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| don't want to review books any
more. It cuts in too much on my

reading.

— ﬂfm&fhcf Parker, —

AZ QUOTES
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Now that you know how to write

about books, what should you be
° Pace « Fast? Leisurely? Intensifying?

looking for when you read -
1 ? °® * Gritty? Lyrical? Journalistic?
reviews: Look for those appeal

characteristics and buzz words.

* Look for audience.

* Read with an eye towards which of
your patrons might be interested.

* Note when other authors and titles
are mentioned, and go down the
rabbit hole!
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HOME NEWS & OPINION

BOOKS & MORE MAGAZINE

MEDIA ABOUT

A Publication of the Public Library Association

PUBLIC LIBRARIES ONLINE

MAGAZINE FEATURE ©0QO searcH|

IANIIADV/EEDDIIADV 2010

Jack of All Trades Readers’
Advisory: How to Learn a Little
About a Lot

by Rebecea Vauk on May 9, 2013

Email Address

First Name
When it comes to the study of readers” advisory. there is plenty of sage advice
out there on the theory of helping someone find a book. It's important to get o
know what your reader is in the mood for. Try to understand what your reader

Last Name

is looking for by asking quest what they ve read recently, what

they enjoy or don’t enjoy in their books. what are some of their favorite books
and authors? All readers” advisors should be aware of different appeal factors
SUBSCRIBE
and what they mean: mood/tone, language. story. character. and so on. (You
can find out more about these in Joyce Saricks” books. Readers” Advisory

Service in the Public Library' and The Readers’ Advisory Guide to Genre

Fiction?) RECENT POSTS
So if you know the right questions to ask. and what the appeal factors mean. The STEM Garden
you're all set to work that readers” advisory desk. right? Well, no. In everyday

JOIN OUR MAILING LIS’

http://bit.ly/JackofAllTradesRA
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B.

Adult Books - Nenfiction

O Core Collection: Multicultural American Family Histories.
Seaman, Donna (author).

FEATURE. First published February 1, 2016 (Bookfist).

Adult Books - Nenfiction - Science

O Core Collection: Our Brains, Ourselves.
Seaman, Donna (author).

FEATURE. First published December 1, 2015 (Booklist).

Adult Books - Nonfiction - Arts

O Core Collection: Artistic Hot Spots.
Seaman, Donna (author).

FEATURE. First published Movember 1, 2015 (Booklist).

Adult Books - Fiction - Romance

O Core Collection: Small-Town Romance.
Charles, John (author).

FEATURE. First published September 15, 2015 (Booklist).

Adult Books - Nenfiction - Business

O The Cost of College: Core Collection.
Hooper, Brad (author).

FEATURE. First published July, 2015 (Booklist).

Adult Books - Nonfiction - Arts

O Core Collection: The Stars of Comedy.

Seaman, Donna (author).

FEATURE. First published June 1, 2015 (Booklist).

Media - Adult Fiction - Crime Fiction - Mystery

O Core Collection: Essential Cozies on Audio and in Print.
Saricks, Joyce (author).

FEATURE. First published May 1, 2015 (Bookiist).

Adult Books - Fiction

O Core Collection: Ensemble Women's Fiction.
Vnuk, Rebecca (author).

FEATURE. First published March 15, 2015 (Bookiist).
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W e B R i The girl on the train (Jan 2015) E=

By: Hawkins, Paula

Rachel is a washed-up thirty-something who creates a fantasy about the seemingly perfect couple she sees during her daily train ride into London.
When the woman goes missing, Rachel manages to insert herself into the investigation of the woman's disappearance. In the vein of Gone Girl, this
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1900 2016 dark psychological thriller is fast-paced and features some very unreliable narrators. -- Andrea Larson for LibraryReads.
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NoveList Book Squad

Need to stay on top of the latest trends in reading? We have the solution: the NoveList Book Squad is ready to
send you information you can use in your day-to-day work with patrons. Not only will we talk books, we'll
reveal behind-the-scenes glimpses of all that goes into creating NoveList and NextReads content. Keep in
touch with us - we'll make sharing books with your patrons so much easier!

http://bit.ly/BookSquad

Learn more:
https://www.ebscohost.com/NovelList
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Using Reviews and Annotations for RA
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Adult Books Editor,
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Booklist Book Squad at NovelList

For select slides and information
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