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FIGURE 7

uidelines for
analyzing evidence . . . .. P

_ Direct evidence is easier to understand, but indirect evidence

can carry equal weight.

Reliable genealogical conclusions are based on the weight—
not quantity—of the evidence found.

Evidence should be drawn from a variety of independently
created sources.

Original source material generally is more reliable than de-
rivative material.

The reliability of a derivative work is influenced by the de-
gree of processing it has undergone.

The purpose of a record and the motivation of its creators
frequently affect its truthfulness.

The most reliable informants have firsthand knowledge of
the events to which they testify.

The veracity and skill of a record’s creator will have shaped
its content. '

Timeliness generally adds to a document’s credibility.
Penmanship can establish identity, date, and authenticity.
A record’s custodial history affects its trustworthiness.

All known records should be used and a thorough effort made
to identify unknown materials.

The case is never closed on a genealogical conclusion.
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