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Poll:
How many of you have had any 
“formal” training working with 

either young adults or YA 
materials?



Basic RA
Connecting with the reader
What are they looking for?

Appeal Elements
Pacing
Mood
Setting

But also…
Genre
Authors



A book with story as its biggest doorway is one that readers 
describe as a page-turner, a book that they can’t put down 
because they desperately want to discover what happens 
next.

A book with character as its biggest doorway is a book in 
which readers feel so connected with the characters that 
when the book is over they feel they’ve lost someone dear to 
them.

Readers of novels in which setting is most prominent say 
things like “I felt like I was there.”

A book in which language is the major doorway leads readers 
to utter sentences like “I read more slowly because I wanted 
to savor the language” or “I’m not even sure what the book 
is about, but I loved the way the author wrote.”

-Nancy Pearl

Connecting via Doorways



The “RA Interview” for Teens (courtesy of Heather Booth)

Small Talk: Keep the interaction light and low-pressure

Determine requirements/interest level

Make your pitch

Make your exit

Check back in



Displays: Useful to the Patrons, Equally as Useful to You!

Interactive RA: 
Flow Chart Display

http://bit.ly/YARAFlowChart
Karissa in the Library blog

http://bit.ly/YARAFlowChart


Displays: Useful to the Patrons, Equally as Useful to You!

http://bit.ly/
YAFantasyFlowChart

Bookish.com



Some Challenges of YA Readers' Advisory

Approachability

Sensitive materials
Age-appropriateness

Difficulty articulating interest

Proxy requests

Fight the urge to give them “good” books



Using Booklist and Novelist for 
YA-RA



Look for the “YA Repeat”





Adult Crossover Titles for Young Adults

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/alex-awards



Adult Crossover Titles for Young Adults
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/alex-awards-2016-nominees



Poll:
Do you like to read YA novels and 
actively add them to your reading 

list?



Adults Looking for YA Books

http://www.slate.com/articles/arts/books/2014/06/
against_ya_adults_should_be_embarrassed_to_read
_children_s_books.html



Adults Looking for YA Books



Young Adult Crossover Titles for Adults

http://time.com/100-best-young-adult-books/

http://bit.ly/PasteYA



Young Adult Crossover Titles for Adults

http://www.refinery29.com/2015/06/88523/
young-adult-books



Resources    









Forever Young Adult:
http://www.foreveryoungadult.com

Guys Lit Wire: 
http://guyslitwire.blogspot.com

The Hub:
http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub

Green Bean Teen Queen:
http://www.greenbeanteenqueen.com/

Bookends:
http://www.booklistreader.com/category/young-adult-literature/

Teen Librarian Toolbox:
http://www.teenlibrariantoolbox.com/

YA Book Blogs

http://www.foreveryoungadult.com/
http://guyslitwire.blogspot.com/
http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub
http://www.greenbeanteenqueen.com/
http://www.booklistreader.com/category/young-adult-literature/
http://www.teenlibrariantoolbox.com/
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