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The Glen Ellyn Public Library is grateful for its place in the Village of Glen Ellyn and the land we are able to inhabit. We 

acknowledge the peoples who were here long before the village was formed: the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi 

who are also known as the Council of Three Fires. Others such as the Očhéthi Šakówiŋ, Kickapoo, Peoria, Miami, 

Sauk, Fox, and Illinois also settled on and moved through this land. The people of these tribes cared for this land as 

stewards of the rivers, the wildlife, and the plants, which flourished. They inhabited villages in the area, including 

those in what are now Churchill Woods and The Morton Arboretum.

As an organization whose mission is to serve the community as a vibrant center for accurate information, robust learning, and

personal discovery the Glen Ellyn Public Library wants to ensure that we tell with integrity, the history of the land that we now 

inhabit. We are committed to offering materials (books, dvds, etc.) and programming that accurately reflects the history and 

the present day lives of the indigenous community. We will use our physical and digital spaces to share first voice information.

We will offer programming in partnership with indigenous cultures who were here before and are here today. We will offer the 

space for all to tell their stories and we will listen.

This statement is made in good faith and we recognize that it may need to be adapted to more accurately reflect the 

lived experiences of the indigenous peoples in this area. This statement is fluid and will change as needed.

Partners: The Glen Ellyn Public Library thanks the following individuals who shared their time and their knowledge to 

help craft this statement: Gina Roxas and the Trickster Cultural Center.
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LIBRARY SERVICE 
AREA

 Demographics: 86.8% White, 7% Asian, 4.9% 

Hispanic/Latine, 3.4% Black or African American, 

2.3% Multiracial

 School Districts 41,89, 87: Glen Ellyn, Carol 

Stream, Lombard, Wheaton, Glendale Heights

 Top Languages Spoken: Spanish, Urdu, Polish, 

Vietnamese, Telugu (Telegu), Hindi, 

Albanian/Tosk, Filipino, Gujarati, Arabic

 Village of Glen Ellyn total population went from 

27,450 in 2010 to 28,846 in 2020, an increase of 

5% over the past decade.

Demographic information from the US Census Bureau 2019 Population Estimates and Quickfacts. QuickFacts data are derived from: Population Estimates, American Community 

Survey, Census of Population and Housing, Current Population Survey, Small Area Health Insurance Estimates, Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates, State and County 

Housing Unit Estimates, County Business Patterns, Nonemployer Statistics, Economic Census, Survey of Business Owners, Building Permits.
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AMERICANS 
LIVING WITH 
DISABILITIES



US HOUSEHOLDS

 15% of the 1.1 million same-sex couples in the United States 

have at least one child under the age of 18

 23% of children under the age of 19 live in a single-parent 

household



MIRRORS, WINDOWS AND 
SLIDING GLASS DOORS

Dr. Rudine Sims Bishop

https://scenicregional.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Mirrors-Windows-and-

Sliding-Glass-Doors.pdf

Experience other perspectivesReflect ourselves Expand our views
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OUR PROCESS:
PICTURE BOOKS



OUR PROCESS:
J FICTION



STATUS OF THE 
GEPL'S DIVERSITY 
AUDITS



ONGOING LEARNING – PROCESS 

 Consider a more open-ended response 

process

 Qualitative data

 Adaptable process

 Set consistent team guidelines & 

expectations

 Non-human characters can include 

diverse representation, especially within 

illustrations

 Latine



ONGOING LEARNING – MATERIALS ORGANIZATION

 Picture Book Categories

 "Roles Mom" "Roles Dad" --> "Roles Parents"

 Authors

 World Languages Collection

 Formats

 Holiday Books

 Genre & Holiday Stickers



WHAT ABOUT NON-FICTION? 

Start with highest 
circulating or high 

interest 
categories

Collect a sample 
size anywhere 

from 200-1,000 
titles

Audit each order 
or display

Use reviews Make a schedule





WHAT IF YOU DON'T AGREE?









AREAS OF EVALUATION 

Accuracy 
and 

Authenticity

Stereotypes 
and Tokenism

Character 
Agency

Time Period
Creator Lived 
Experience



NEXT STEPS: MATERIALS 

 Retention of Materials

 Weeding Audit

 Display Audit

 Set baseline target data from Collection HQ's DEI Module

 Let's Talk Kits

 Adapt ordering methods to include non-traditional sources for 

reviews

 BookTok: impacting pre-orders, backlist popularity, library holds lists, 

inspiring displays (200 holds on 51 copies of Verity by CoHo, pub 2018)

 Celebrity Book Clubs

 TV/Film Adaptations



NON-TRADITIONAL REVIEW SOURCES

 @ShelvesofColor (Chicago Based!)

 @thunderbirdwomanreads

 @LGBTQKitlit

 @hereweread

 @lupita.reads

 @bookstagramrepresent

 @yuki.reads

 @blackgirlthatreads

 @casebounder

 @jordysbookclub

 @theguywiththebook

 @caitsbooks

 @lluuuuuuu_

 @ezeekat

 @kevintnorman

 @kendra.reads

 @saidias.library

 @alifeofliterature

 The Quiet Pond

 The Brown Bookshelf

 Queer Books for Teens

 Rich in Color

 Book Riot

 The Book Smugglers

 Feminist Book Club





NEXT STEPS: PROGRAMS

 Diversify Your Bookshelf

 Book Club Materials

 Caste: The Origins of our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson, White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo

 Diverse Materials Tracker (flannelboards, music, books, puppets)

 Hire diverse programmers

 Equitable program offerings



ACTION PLAN
Look at your community demographics. Gather data from more than one source. 
Identify potential gaps.

Decide who is participating in this project. Are you working solo or with others?

Create flexible data collection methods. Identify potential gaps.

Set deadlines and targets for data collection. Consider a sustainable workflow.

Pause to reflect.

Analyze data from audit.

Set goals based on information compiled from audit.

Share out information and findings with team at large.



RESOURCES

 Jensen, Karen. Doing a YA Collection Diversity Audit: Understanding Your Local Community (Part 1) - Teen Librarian Toolbox

 LACONI Technical Services Section. LACONI Technical Services: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in Cataloging and Collection 

Development - YouTube

 Pew Research Center. U.S. has world’s highest rate of children living in single-parent households

 United States Census Bureau. A more diverse nation. 2021

 United States Census Bureau. A more diverse nation. 2018

 United States Census Bureau. Fifteen percent of the world's same-sex couples have children in their households

 United States Census Bureau. US Hispanic Population Growth

https://www.teenlibrariantoolbox.com/2017/11/doing-a-diversity-audit-understanding-your-local-community/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6LvDg_5rH24
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/12/12/u-s-children-more-likely-than-children-in-other-countries-to-live-with-just-one-parent/
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2021/comm/a-more-diverse-nation.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2018/comm/diverse-nation.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2020/09/fifteen-percent-of-same-sex-couples-have-children-in-their-household.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2020/comm/us-hispanic-population-growth.html


RESOURCES

 https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/

 https://edicottonquilt.com/me-2-0/

 http://sarahpark.com

 https://bookriot.com/find-childrens-book-reviews

 https://bookriot.com/indigenous-bookstagram-accounts/

 https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/tiktok-taking-book-industry-storm-retailers-are-taking-notice-n1272909

 https://remezcla.com/culture/latinx-latine-comic/

https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://edicottonquilt.com/me-2-0/
http://sarahpark.com
https://bookriot.com/find-childrens-book-reviews
https://bookriot.com/indigenous-bookstagram-accounts/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/tiktok-taking-book-industry-storm-retailers-are-taking-notice-n1272909


QUESTIONS



CONTACTS

CALMENDINGER@GEPL.ORG

CMORI@GEPL.ORG

SKENNEY@GEPL.ORG

mailto:Calmendinger@gepl.org
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